Introduction
Recent years have witnessed the most dramatic period of expansion and diversification in the history of the United Nations (UN) human rights programme.
1 In no component of that programme is this point more obvious than in the area of technical cooperation.
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Prior to the late 1980s, the technical cooperation programme registered a mere one or two activities per year.
3 By 1996, that number had risen to 402. 4 Today, the programme * Deputy Director of the New York office for the UNHCHR 1
The unit of the UN Secretariat responsible for the human rights programme is the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (hereinafter OHCHR). Its predecessor was the UN Centre for Human Rights, which itself was preceded by the UN Division for Human Rights. For purposes of this chapter, OHCHR will be used for all general references, except where a specific organisational name appears as part of the title of a cited document or publication. 2
As the internationally accepted lexicon of this area of human rights work has evolved, the general term "technical cooperation" has replaced earlier expressions, such as "technical assistance" or "advisory services" in reference to the full range of activities described in this chapter. This is due to the more inclusive meaning of the term "technical cooperation", including as it does such particular activities as advisory services of experts, financial and material assistance, training and so on. The term also more adequately reflects the "cooperative" aspect, i.e. inclusive and equal partnership orientation of the UN's programme in this field. is active in countries across the globe, and in virtually every development sector. As the once modest and little-used programme enters a new millennium of human rights promotion, it has emerged as a central mechanism of the organisation's human rights strategy. This development reflects, in part, the international community's growing realisation that post facto interventions are not, in and of themselves, sufficient to meet the UN's mandated human rights obligations.
5 Undoubtedly, the monitoring of human rights conditions, through the various mechanisms described elsewhere in this book, has remained central to the UN's protection mandate. Similarly, the development of more effective responses to evolving human rights crises has rightly begun to draw intense international attention. It would appear self-evident that where human dignity and human lives are at stake prevention must be seen both as a strategic priority and a moral imperative for the international community. Yet the technical cooperation programme remains one of the least known and least understood elements of UN strategy in this field.
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Programme approach and objectives
The principal objective of the technical cooperation programme 7 is prevention, through the strengthening of domestic human rights capacity. While the mandate of the proeral, E/CN. 4/1997 4/ /86 (21 February 1997 , at para. 16. 5
While most often implemented in the context of preventive, i.e. future looking programmes of long-term capacity building, technical cooperation has also been employed to address existing human rights crises, and to contribute to the development of solutions to more immediate problems. This type of "applied" technical cooperation, intended to respond to immediate problems, was provided (e.g.) by the United Nations to the government of Technical cooperation in the field of human rights may be defined, for our purposes, as: the application of international resources and expertise to national, regional or local human rights needs and challenges, through cooperative agreements between domestic institutions
